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Ethnographic work involves an intimate understagdiheveryday lives and the participation of
individuals who voluntarily provide us with theixgerience and perspective. As researchers, we have
certain basic responsibilities. These primarilgludle the need to treat people with honor and stz
appreciate diverse opinions and backgrounds, andderstand what we see and hear within personal,
social, and greater historical contexts. This apph is a fundamentally important in an effective
classroom, particularly as higher education becqgmegressively multicultural. It is my responsityil

to impress upon students the centrality of an mimxt, broadminded engagement with individuals and
groups who may possess ways of making meaningtkeatifferent from their own. This is what it
means to be an educated and responsible personlgah the field of anthropology but also more
generally.

Orienting students to the discipline involves nolycaddressing core ideas and discussing important
traditions of the field but also exploring the ifg¢etual and social history of its development as a
context for understanding current practice anderopbrary debate over its meaning and future
direction. Students need to know where anthropofibg within the universe of other approaches to
understanding a variety of social problems. ldadithis is essential for improving the educatibn o
students in the discipline. For anthropology tmaé relevant in the lives of students and to gain
footing in the forum of public debate over key sbcssues, as a teacher | need to guide the lepafin
an anthropological perspective through greater ggmgant with real world problems. This allows
students to see the potential value of its padicaltlook and methods to their own lives. Thsght
can be achieved through the application of thead/raethod in individual and group projects designed
as illustrations of the kind of research anthrogwts routinely take on.

| believe that it is the responsibility of a go@@ther to encourage students to further developdive
observational skills and an attention to fine dstal hese skills are essential to effective ansigad
critical thinking. Students should be encouragedarefully record what they are learning not dnly
the classroom but also in the course of their reowésearch while learning to apply and evaluate
different explanatory models and theories. Togetiese skills provide a perspective for framind an
understanding the world that is basic to anthroggoholistic vision. The importance of sharingsth
vision is a fundamental part of my philosophy @diing. | believe passionately that the approaeh w
must take, as responsible citizens, to solvingeropbrary problems is one that acknowledges and
explores cultural, linguistic, historical, and emgical/biological dimensions of the human condition
This is why | support a four-field approach to thaching of anthropology that also positions the
discipline, in a complementary way, amid otherdgeéngaged with these problems in order to show the
interconnectivity of ideas and knowledge about peapnd culture.

I have learned in the field as a practicing cultarghropologist in five years of fieldwork in tlae
different ethnographic projects that we have adi@sponsibility to listen first. The same is tfaethe
effective teacher. | am open to emergent qualdfevorking from the "bottom™ up as | search for
patterns that connect with or perhaps challeng&tiagi models or theory. As ethnographers, we take

a role akin to a student or apprentice as we lisam the people we study. There are certainly
presuppositions, but these can become empiricatigns to be tested in the course of our learning.
Immersed in the everyday lives of a group or farasythe subject of our research, we are ready to
rethink and continuously adjust our approach ipoese to ongoing feedback. During the course of
teaching in the classroom environment, an effedgaeher mimics this process of listening, seagchin
for pattern, making connections, expressing hisesrown understanding of what is seen and headd, an
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continuously adjusting to feedback. This is pé&the process of evaluating the effectiveness of my
teaching. For good ethnographers and teachesssthow it is done.

In so doing, the teacher provides an example ot vghv@quired for anthropological research. |é&eb

a teacher should serve as a kind of mentor. Athdeadership is often emphasized in teaching, my
approach is one of informed guidance. This empkaghe importance of collaboration and
recognizing the unique combination of experiencesknowledge that each class represents. Itis a
matter of respect for the differences brought lwediity and the potential contributions particutar
each individual. It is the skill of a teacher andntor to recognize and encourage these contriigitio
and to find ways that each person's unique skillzackground can be shared to enhance everyone’s
learning experience. By knowing and understanthdgidual students through interaction in and
outside the classroom, a teacher should help tre@lap greater self-confidence in their own abilgy
think through and respond to intellectual and veaild problems with their own solutions. Servirgya
clear example of this process through showing mygstes to make meaning both in the collaborative
context of the classroom as well as my experiemtele conducting research, | strive to become a
mentor. This is why | always explain carefullystoidents why | want to convey certain information,
ask them to read a particular text, or perform saotwity — | respect and support students by being
explicit about my intent.

| believe in being part of the solution for providistudents with ways of integrating practical sotg
with those areas of study that enrich the mindspidt. It appears that too often students ardliobed
over a perceived choice between the practical aaeénmal needs of the world of work and the spititua
artistic, or moral needs of the person. This iy Whupport learning in an institution that holdslasic
to its mission providing a reflective, tolerant ambaged environment for the critical exchangeleés
united with an organized, dynamic program committeceal world problems.

| am passionate about learning. Having obtainediagyorate is evidence of my love of ideas and for
making meaningful connections between abstractyhead real world problems. It is also evidence of
determination. | am wholly determined to share ffassion through teaching. Having learned and
experienced a great deal over the course of myhifeugh formal education and my own personal
journeys of self-discovery, | feel it is my respiilgty to give back through helping to prepare pgu
people for careers, of course, but more importdotlyife. For students destined for fields bathand
outside academia, | want them to find fulfilling ygaof contributing to an increasing need for skille
analysts and researchers with sharp critical thimkkills who, like anthropologists, have learned t
manage, evaluate, and interpret large volumesfigrdnt kinds of data on human behavior. Today's
world depends on flexibility. It is a mantra oetpost-industrial, service economy. Cultural
anthropologists learn to be at ease in unexpedigatisns. Similarly, the contemporary world reesi
knowledgeable people who have the ability to caenriity adapt and apply their knowledge to new
situations. In a world of increasing diversity araiplexity, | am committed to fostering greater
personal flexibility, broad, open, and global pexpres, holistic knowledge, and the desire toeolv
human-ecological problems with a culturally sensitstyle.

A Teaching Portfolio is available on-line at
http://www.umich.edu/~bhoey/teaching/teaching_mbidthtm



